


Bible reading
Psalm 19

Colossians 1:15-20





Every	Thought	Captive

Gordon	Menzies	
Associate	Professor,	UTS



How	to	be	a	Christian	academic?



1. Be	visible	and	vocal	on	campus
2. Work	well	in	teams
3. Be	a	good	(unselfish)	colleague

How	to	be	a	Christian	academic?



1. Be	visible	and	vocal	on	campus
2. Work	well	in	teams
3. Be	a	good	(unselfish)	colleague
4. Be	a	teacher	who	cares	about	students	and	

the	subject	area

How	to	be	a	Christian	academic?



But	for	some	of	us	…



But	for	some	of	us	…
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man	I	ever	met.	Christianity	was	never	for	him	a	
separate	department	of	life.	…	His	whole	vision	of	
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"We	demolish	arguments	and	every	pretension	that	sets	itself	
up	against	the	knowledge	of	God,	and	we	take	every	thought	
captive	and	make	it	obedient	to	Christ.”				2	Cor	10	3ff
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• ‘……not	all	matters	are	equally	closely	related	
to	central	issues	of	Christian	belief	or	unbelief.		
Mathematics	is	more	remote	than	political	
science,	political	science	than	ethics	and	ethics	
than	theology.		Within	each	of	these	
disciplines,	likewise,	there	are	degrees	of	
proximity	to	central	issues…..’			A.	Holmes
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1. Christian	NGOs	and	debt	forgiveness
– Christian	journal	and	fora
– Economics	journal	on	‘optimal	contracts’

2. Competition	in	Welfare
– Service	to	Christian	organization

3. Economic	Man	(marriage	and	generosity)
– Christian	journal	on	marriage
– Secular	journal	on	generosity
– Dangers	of	liberal	theology

4. Restoring	trust	in	finance
– Openness	to	good	scholarship	that	is	not	Christian
– Secular	journal	on	dangers	of	competition	policy
– Wonderful	witness	opportunity
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Because	it	glorifies	God
Colossians	1	
16	For	in	him	all	things	were	created:	things	in	heaven	and	on	earth,	visible	
and	 inv i s ib le ,	 whether	 thrones	 or	 powers	 or	 rulers	 or	
authorities;	 all	 things	 have	 been	 created	 through	 him	 and	
for	 him....19	 For	 God	 was	 pleased	 to	 have	 all	 his	
fullness	 dwell	 in	 him,	 20	 and	 through	 him	 to	
reconcile	 to	 himself	 all	 things,	whether	 things	on	
earth	 or	 things	 in	 heaven,	by	making	peace	
through	 his	 blood,	 shed	on	the	cross.	




