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Setting the Context 

■  OCIS2016 – 4-6th July 
–  Pragmatic Constructivist Ethics 
–  The Biosphere in International Treaties 
–  The Concept of the Post-Human 

■  How should Christian IR scholars qua Christians respond to 
such panels? 



Setting the Context 

■  How should everyday 
Christians respond to 
world events? 

–  “For what matters is not 
whether is going to be 
another war or not, but 
that it should be 
recognised, if it comes, 
as an act of God’s Justice 
and if it is averted, as an 
act of God’s 
Mercy” (Wight, 1948).  



Setting the Context 

■  How should everyday 
Christians respond to 
world events? 

–  ISIS and the War in Syria? 
–  The Great Disparity 

Between the West and 
Less-Developed Nations? 

–  Asylum Seekers and the 
Issue of Displacement? 
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International  
Political Theology 
■  An Awkward Subject: 

■  Roy Jones was bothered by the “hint of dogma” in Wight’s 
“intellectual make-up” and Michael Nicholson found it difficult 
to reconcile the “power politician” with the Christian pacifist… 
Tim Dunne’s concern with the “intrusion” of religion into the 
early “English school” more generally is also palpable. “The 
fusion of the sacred and the secular,” he observed in 
Inventing International Society, “is a constant problem in 
interpreting Wight’s international theory” (Hall, 2006, pp. 
21-22).  



International  
Political Theology 
■  Some Caveats: 

1.  There are International Political Theologies. 

2.   Jesus Christ has been raised from the dead. 

3.   The Role of Christian Scripture in giving rise to an authentic 
Christian Worldview. 

4.   A Reformed Protestant tradition. 
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–  Complementary 
–  Critical 
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International  
Political Theology 
■  A Survey 

■  Two Types: 
–  Complementary 
■  Explanatory      ! 
■  Historical 
■  Biographical 

–  Critical 

■  The Reformation's indispensability 
emerges most saliently through the 
following correlation: those polities 
that experienced a Reformation 
crisis were the same ones that 
adopted an interest in Westphalia; 
those that saw no such crisis did 
not. In plumbing the causal logic 
behind this correlation, I argue that 
the intrinsic content of 
Protestantism itself points to 
sovereignty  
(Philpott, 2000, pp. 207, emphasis 
mine).  



International  
Political Theology 
■  A Survey 

■  Two Types: 
–  Complementary 
■  Explanatory 
■  Historical          ! 
■  Biographical 

–  Critical 

■  In short, Vitoria’s argument 
concerning the defence of the 
innocent presupposes a rationally 
ordered Christian universe and it 
depends fundamentally on the idea 
that man is created in the image of 
God. It is a universe premised on a 
hierarchy of goods, intelligible in 
relations of subordination and 
superordination, which culminates 
in God and is governed by God.  
(Bain, 2013, p. 610)  



International  
Political Theology 
■  A Survey 

■  Two Types: 
–  Complementary 
■  Explanatory 
■  Historical 
■  Biographical     ! 

–  Critical 

■  [Thomas’s paper concerns] The 
way Wight’s personal faith – his 
sense of calling or vocation as a 
teacher, scholar, and as a Christian 
intellectual – influenced his 
contribution to the study of 
international relations  
(Thomas, 2001, p. 906).  



International  
Political Theology 
■  A Survey 

■  Two Types: 
–  Complementary 
■  Explanatory 
■  Historical 
■  Biographical 

–  Critical                ! 

■  This is the possibility that the secular ... consensus 
might be challenged. And the grounds for this 
challenge would be simply that they have got 
everything the wrong way round. They claim that 
Theology, alone amongst purported academic 
disciplines is really ‘about nothing’. But theological 
reason, if it is true to itself, replies to this with a 
counter claim: all other disciplines, which claim to 
be about objects, regardless of whether those 
objects are related to God, are, just for this reason, 
about nothing whatsoever ... purely secular 
disciplines, even if they can show us how, 
amorally, to more and more seek to possess a 
realm of illusion ... are, precisely as secular 
disciplines ... through and through nihilistic. By 
contrast, theology understands itself as alone 
studying things as ineliminably real.  
 
(Milbank, 2009, pp. 303–4 quoted in Rengger, 
2013, 150)  
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1.  A Broad Church 

2.   The Rules of Engagement 

3.   A Biblical Framework 



International  
Political Theology 
■  Problematising IPT 

1.  A Broad Church 

2.   The Rules of Engagement 

3.   A Biblical Framework 
1.   God Exists (and He Matters to IR) 
2.   Politics is Part of the Created Order 
3.   Governments are Charged with Upholding Justice 
4.   Justice is a Universal Category 



International  
Political Theology 
■  Revisiting OCIS 

–  Pragmatic Constructivist Ethics 
■  The Rule of God cuts across much of the pragmatic 

consensus that underpins most international ethics 
–  The Biosphere in International Treaties 
■  The doctrine of creation cuts across the problem of the 

exploitation of the biosphere 
–  The Concept of the Post-Human 
■  The doctrine of man cuts across the need to develop a “post-

human” paradigm. 


